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Application No. 
09/825,602 



Applicant(s) 



Dunlap et al. 



Examiner 

Cao (Kevin) Nguyen 



Art Unit 

2173 




- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period wilt apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) |x| Responsive to communication(s) filed on Apr 3, 2001 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) 63 This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 53 Claim(s) 1-25 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) K Claim(s) 1-25 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)§cl The drawing(s) filed on Apr 3, 2001 is/are a) K accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of : 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) |)(] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PT0-413) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
31 ^| Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 2 q) Q] other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 2 



Application/Control Number: 09/825,602 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2173 



DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The following ls^afquotkfion of the appropriate paragraphs^! 3 §• U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 

basis for the rejections ;under this sectionmade in this QMie action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unlesWfl KfcS^f '^€l 



(e) the~irivention was described in- tfi WHj^' % , $ 

(!) ai^application for patent, published under^edtiopl 22(b), by another filed in the Unitetltates before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, excepfMlkn international application filed under the treaty 
delined in section 351(a>shall%ave*the efr^undepthis-subseGtiGn^of a national application published 
under section 122(b) only if the intemation^^plication designating the United States was published under 
Article 2 1 (2)(a) of such treaty in the ]^^is^n^|erc|j j 

(i)Mpatent granted on an application^^ filed in' the United States beforSSie invention bs 

the applicant tor patent, except thafa patent sha]^f be^ejmed filed in the United States for the purposes 
of this subsection based on tHe filing ofj an i^ filed under the treaty defined in section 



351(a). -s 



Claimsi45 are rejected under35 U.SlCJ 102\e£as Being anticipated bMchliekelmann et 
al (US Patent No.^6,| ; Q0,994). % lg y <£f f 

Regarding claims, Schhekelmann discuses a method for c^mmunibating information to 
a device user, comprising: presenting a texmaLindicatiotftolhtuser regarding a high level aspect 
of a device functionality [..by selecting offering the functions at a selected level when level is 
selected for the selected level to which the functions relating to respectively printing., see col. 3, 
lines 1 1-61 and figures 2-4]; receiving an input from the user regarding the device functionality 
[..the start key is for starting a job to be executed by the reproduction device.. .see col. 5, lines 53- 



Application/Control Number: 09/825,602 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 2173 



67]; and presenting a graphical indication to the user regarding a low level aspect of the device 
functionality [..the selection of a level is displayed by increased contrast of one of the 
corresponding areas.. see col. 6, lines ^5^71. ff % (ST ^\ 

Regarding claim^y Schliekelmann discloses wherein the stegof presenting a graphical 

. A . . , €h't , a n ^Sk> .. 

indication to the user regarding the device.functionality^further comprisesPthe^step of presenting a 
textual indicatioritalong with the graphicaMiiaicatio^lnrdisplay screen as displayed when the 
copying modS^ document level, color group/Selection of one of other scales is effected by 
pressing one of the keys... see;eoh-8, lines 4^ 



Regarding claim 3, Schllekelmaip^^ thfe device functionalit^pertains to 

A . , . ^ A r . v . i ^^^ffei j 

displaying and facilitating acyu^ent ^rdevrc screen on selection of the 



zoom sub-groiijp of the special |rou^see^o09 



Regarpigyclaim 4, Schlfel^lmaim diselises wfeein*the textual mdic.alonis provided 



within a button thatjwhen selecteUdisplays the graphical indication to the^erjsee figures 5-6). 

Regarding claim'5, Schliekelmann discloses wherein the graphical-indication conveys a 
current value of the device setting toihe user^see^eol. 10, lirEs i 18-58). 

Regarding claim 6, Schliekelmann discloses wherein the graphical indication is used to 
facilitate adjustment of the device setting (see figures 15-20). 
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Regarding claims 7 and 8, Schliekelmann discloses wherein the device setting comprises 
the scale of a copy produced by the device; and wherein the device setting comprises the contrast 



of a copy produced by the device.(see;;col. \1 1, lines) 33d64);% 

As claims 9-16 ar^ anatyzed as previously discussed witlrr^piected to claims 1-8 above. 
Regarding|eLaims 17, Schliekelmann disclose^system, includingjcdmputer readable 
media, tor communicating information t^dey^0i|^comprising: logic configured to present 



a textual indication to the user regarding a high level aspect of a device functionaiij^(see figures 
2-4); logic configured to receive an4npufr£r^^ device functionality; and 



logic configured to present a graphical inaibation^ th|Iuser regarding a low level aspect of the 



device functionality (see figures 5-1 6)V ; '^^>k^sJk 



As claims 18-24 are analyzed as previousljcdiscussed with respected to claims 1-8 above. 
Regardjng^claims 25, Sdhlieketaiann discloses^control panel having a%isplay screen 
with which mformatfein is presented to a devide; user; and aninformation communication module 



adapted to present device setting buttons containing textual indications as to the type of setting to 
which each button pertains, and further adapted to-present a graphical indication as to the setting 



" ^ ily: :: \| 



to which a button pertains upon selection of the button via the control panel (see col. 14, lines 1- 
67 and figures 25-28). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure! (PTO-892). 



u 



r M0 - 



Responses^ this action should fcfemailed tb:T(®p!nmissioner of PateritsMd Trademarks, 
WashingtorifD^C. 20231. If applicant desires^f& response, (703) 308-905 be used for 



formal communications or (703)405-9724 fbr*^^ 



Please label "PROPOSED" or "^RAf T^^iiinformal facsimile communications. For 



1 



.... p ^ ify^ 



after final responses, please label '^MeR PROCEDURE" on the 

_ % ^r^™^^ i 




.1 



Hand^livered responspslhoul^be bMght fecial Park n, 2121 Crystal Drive, 



Arlington, VA. SixtftEloor (Reactionist). 



.4f 







5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305-3972. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 6:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor, John W. Cabeca, can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. The fax number for this group 




